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ART IN RESONANCE
‘Ar t is our one t rue g lobal language. I t k nows no nat ion , i t 

favour s no race , and i t acknowledges no c lass . I t t ranscends 

our ord inar y l i ves and let s us imagine what is poss ib le .’ 

– R ichard Kamler

In 2019, The Peninsula Hotels launches an ambitious art programme titled  
Ar t in Resonance that will travel around its proper ties globally. The programme 

seeks to use art as a bridge to communicate across cultures and generations. 
The curators have commissioned artists to create work that is rooted in 
physical experiences that amplify the senses and foster collective participation. 

For Ar t in Resonance ,  The Peninsula has chosen to commission new work by 

emerging and midcareer artists. In doing so, The Peninsula hopes to contribute 
to the cultural ecosystem by providing working artists with f inancial and 
logistical support to real ise complex projects. New artists wil l be added to the 
programme every year and works wil l travel . Panel discussions and tours wil l 
also be organised throughout Ar t in Resonance ’s duration, enhancing meaningful 

access to art and inspiring local communities around the world.

#ar t inresonance  #penmoments
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Ar t in Resonance launched at The Peninsula’s f lagship in Hong Kong on 26 March 2019,  coinciding 

with Ar t Basel Hong Kong, the world’s premier ar t fair for modern and contemporary ar t.  The 
Peninsula Hotels has worked alongside respected curators Bettina Prentice and Isolde Brielmaier to 
carefully select artists Janet Echelman, Iván Navarro, Timothy Paul Myers and the Shanghai-based 
architecture collective MINAX for this first exhibit.

Following the launch, the programme travels to The Peninsula Paris in September 2019, where Iván 
Navarro's neon sculpture HOME will once again feature, alongside newly commissioned pieces from 
Japan-born, New York-based artist Saya Woolfalk and local French artist, Elise Morin. The art pieces 
will be on public view at The Peninsula Paris until 15 November, before travelling to locations 
around the world, with newly commissioned works added in each city. 
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Curator B iography

BETTINA PRENTICE

Bet t ina Prent ice founded Prent ice Cul tural 
in 2008 , a cul tural agency that thought ful ly 
br idges the ar t and luxur y sec tor s . She s tar ted 
her career at Sotheby ’s before transi t ioning to 
the gal ler y wor ld to work more closely wi th 
l iv ing ar t is t s . In her role as gal ler y direc tor she 
curated solo and group exhibi t ions while co-
curat ing pop-ups to suppor t emerging ar t is t s 
in unoccupied commercia l spaces . She ser ves 
on The Ar temis Counci l of the New Museum 
of Contemporar y Ar t , suppor t ing exhibi t ions 
by women ar t is t s to ensure their place in the 
ar t his tor ica l canon. 

Curator B iography

ISOLDE BRIELMAIER, PHD

For over a decade , Isolde Br ie lmaier has 
worked internat ional ly as a curator, wr i ter, 
and cul tural s tr ategis t , col laborat ing with 
noted contemporar y ar t is t s , ar t ins t i tu t ions , 
companies and indiv iduals . Cur rent ly, 
Br ie lmaier over sees the ar t and cul tural 
in i t iat ives at West f ie ld Wor ld Trade Centre 
and is a Professor of Cr i t ica l Studies in Tisch 
School of the Ar ts at New York Univer s i t y. 
Previously, Br ie lmaier has worked for the 
Guggenheim Museum, the Bronx Museum 
of Ar t , and as Chief Curator for the 
SCAD Museum of Ar t . She ser ves on The 
Board of Trus tees of the New Museum of 
Contemporar y Ar t .

(Photo credit : Weston Wel ls)



Artist Janet Echelman brought The Peninsula 

Hong Kong’s iconic façade to life with 
the installation of her new Earthtime 1.26 
sculpture. Working with a team of highly 
skilled engineers, Echelman uses proprietary 
technology to harness the simplest of 
materials, like netting used by f ishermen 
across cultures for millennia. As the 
atmosphere choreographs the sculpture’s 
movement, Echelman introduces a lighting 
system to highlight each subtle change. Her 
work seeks to make the invisible visible and 
remind the viewer of the interconnected 
networks of our physical and cultural world. 
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Ar t is t B iography

JANET ECHELMAN

BORN IN TAMPA, FLORIDA 1966 
LIVES AND WORKS IN BOSTON

Janet Echelman is an ar t is t who def ies categor isat ion .  
She creates exper ient ia l sculptures at the scale of 
bui ld ings that t rans form with wind and l ight . The ar t sh i f t s 
f rom being an objec t you look at , to a l i v ing env i ronment 
you can get los t in . Using unl ikely mater ia ls f rom f ishnet 
to atomised water par t ic les , Echelman combines anc ient 
craf t wi th cut t ing-edge technolog y to create ar twork s that 
have become focal point s for urban l i fe on f i ve cont inent s . 
A rec ipient of the Guggenheim Fel lowship, the Har vard 
Univer s i t y Loeb Fel lowship, a Fulbr ight Lec tureship, and 
the Aspen Ins t i tute Crown Fel lowship, Echelman was 
named an Archi tec tural Digest Innovator for ‘changing the 
ver y essence of urban spaces .’ 

(Photo cred i t : Weston Wel ls)
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Ar tist Iván Navarro’s HOME installation plays on optical illusions and activates both sensorial and 
psychological experiences in his viewers. Concerned with both light and perception, Navarro transforms 
the word ‘home’ into repeating symbols that reverberate against each other for his site-specif ic 
installation at The Peninsula. Each letter is in continuous succession, which generates a unique pattern –  
a downward ver tical chain that draws viewers in toward a hypothetical endless place of ref lections and 
echoes. With this work, Navarro asks guests to consider themes of identity, place-making and belonging. 
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Ar t is t B iography

IVÁN NAVARRO

BORN IN SANTIAGO, CHILE 1972 
LIVES AND WORKS IN BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

I ván Navar ro was born into a family of ar t is t s . 
Best known for his sculptures of neon, f luorescent 
and incandescent l ight , Navar ro’s work s ac t ivate 
both the sensor ial and psychological exper ience in 
his v iewer. Navar ro moved to New York in 1997, 
at which point he began to ac t ively engage with 
the pr inc iples of minimal ism in order to t race a 
connect ion between modernism and forms of cont rol . 
Navar ro’s work has been featured in solo and group 
exhibi t ions at prominent inst i tut ions and gal ler ies 
internat ional ly, inc luding the Guggenheim Bi lbao, 
Spain; The Hir shhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, 
Washing ton , DC; the Solomon R . Guggenheim 
Museum, New York ; among other s . In 2009, he 
represented Chi le in the 53rd Venice Biennale.

(Photo cred i t : Weston Wel ls)



Alizarin was a site-specific installation by 

ar tist Timothy Paul Myers, in collaboration 
with Andrew Barnes, featuring furniture 
and everyday items – from teapots to 
suitcases – that are wrapped in a deep red 
felt. Initially drawn in by the installation’s 
scale, texture and bright red hue, visitors 
were invited to consider each carefully 

wrapped object, which is representative of 
hotel guests past and present. Installed in 
a corner of the hotel’s iconic lobby, these 
playful works at first seem decorative, but 
take on new meaning as we consider 
them as the discarded ephemera of life. 
Alizarin (named after a red dye obtained 
from the madder root) is not only an 
attempt to archive an object’s history, but 
also to encase the memories imbued in it. 
Myers draws us deeply in to the present 
by reminding the viewer of the fleeting 
nature of life. 
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Ar t is t B iography

TIMOTHY PAUL MYERS IN 
COLLABORATION WITH  
ANDREW BARNES

BORN IN ADELAIDE, AUSTRALIA 1972 
LIVES AND WORKS IN BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

T imothy Paul Myer s has always used f lea market f inds 
for inspirat ion , layer ing them into met icu lous ly ordered , 
tex tural abst rac t ions that the LA T imes deems ‘mundane 
and fantast ic converged with uncanny, mesmer is ing 
presence.’ Myer s scour s thr i f t shops , f lea market s and 
s idewalk rubbish for new mater ia l to reorder into mult i -
media work s – composi t ions that are as conceptual ly 
int r iguing as they are beaut i fu l .  Sys temat ic repet i t ion and 
gr id - l ike ar rangement s of found mater ia ls are prominent 
themes in Myer s’ work , which is widely shown in gal ler ies 
and museums in Amer ica and internat ional ly. 

(Photo cred i t : Weston Wel ls)
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Ar t is t B iography

MINAX

MINAX Architects was founded in 2005 by Zhi-gang Lu with 
the object ive of creat ing ‘ high-qualit y Chinese architecture’ 
and focusing on local cultural pract ices . They won the 
‘100 Top Archi tec ture and Design Talent s in China’ pr ize 
in 2013 and 2015, along with many other archi tec tural 
awards f rom internat ional ins t i tut ions , the Minis t r y of 
Const ruc t ion , China Archi tec ture Soc iet y and Shanghai 
ins t i tut ions . Zhi -gang Lu pres ided over and implemented 
the ‘City Sampling 1X1’ China-European tour exhibit ion. He 
catalogued the most representat ive and cultural ly signif icant 
bui ld ings in Chinese c i t ies , and compi led the ‘MINAX 
ARCHIMAP’ ser ies of books . MINAXDO handmade wooden 
workshop was founded in 2012 on the basis of inher it ing the 
‘wooden work ’ which is a Chinese cultural t reasure. MINAX 
consider s the relat ionship between architecture, inter ior 
space and furniture; explor ing the philosophical thoughts 
and craf tsmanship of tradit ional culture. They have developed 
a mature design process through redesign, research and 
development , and product ion to create ground-break ing 
furniture and spaces .

(Photo cred i t : MINAX)

Shanghai-based archi tec ture collec t ive MINAX explores the philosophy of tradi t ional Chinese 
craf tsmanship to create spaces that revitalise and carry forward Chinese culture. In The Wonder Room, 
MINAX takes inspirat ion from meticulous woodwork ing techniques to create a modern take on 
the tradi t ional Chinese teahouse. The work ’s ex ter ior is a s imple box , but once inside gues ts are 
enveloped in a delicate yet complex egg- l ike s truc ture that wil l quieten vis i tor s’ minds in  
a space that is undis turbed from the bus t le of Hong Kong ci ty l i fe . Vis i tor s can enjoy their own 
pr ivate zen exper ience with a culinar y odyssey that plays with the f ive senses while leveraging  
the captivat ing energy of The Wonder Room .



Artist Elise Morin’s new large-scale 
sculpture, SOLI, translates to both the plural 

of music and the sun, reflecting 
her use of steel and discarded CDs as 
well as her interest in light. While Morin 
has worked with CDs before, she is 
expanding her practice by putting the 
material through an industrial process of 
destruction with f ive levels of pulverisation 
according to the conf identiality of their 
content. This, in turn, creates a skin for 
her sculpture that make destruction 
and protection intimately inter-related 
concepts. From afar, the glittering, 
dune-like form seems comprised of 
precious materials evocative of the great 
palaces of France, while a closer inspection 
reveals a commentary on the material 
burden of objects and sustainability.
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Ar t is t B iography

ELISE MORIN

BORN IN PARIS, FRANCE 1978 
LIVES AND WORKS IN PARIS, FRANCE

El ise Mor in’s ar t is t ic prac t ice draws on a var iet y of media , 
f rom v ideo ar t to large scale ins tal lat ions . Much of her 
work of fer s a reassessment of landscape as a genre 
in contemporar y ar t , whi le explor ing the economical 
d isplacement of objec t s and env i ronmental issues . Mor in 
of ten bor rows detai ls f rom the natural env i ronment , 
focusing on the ‘ l i fe cyc le’ of an ar twork and how i t s 
mak ing and composi t ion can place a mater ia l burden 
on the ecosys tem. Mor in’s ar t has an af f i l ia t ion with 
minimal ism through i t s accumulat ion of recyc led mater ia ls 
and repet i t ion . 

Mor in has exhibi ted at the Jeu de Paume and the 
Centquat re in Par is , the Mor i Ar t Museum in Tokyo, The 
Hague’s c i t y hal l and Royal Abbey of Fontevraud . She 
s tud ied at École Nat ionale Supér ieure des Ar t s Décorat i f s 
in Par is , Cent ral Saint Mar t ins Col lege in London , as wel l 
as the Tokyo Nat ional Univer s i t y of F ine Ar t s .

(Photo cred i t : Mar t in Mar t iq )
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Ar t is t B iography

SAYA WOOLFALK

BORN IN GIFU, JAPAN 1979 
LIVES AND WORKS IN BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

Saya Wool fa lk look s to sc ience f ic t ion and fantasy to re -
imagine the wor ld in mult iple d imensions . As the daughter 
of a Japanese mother and Afr ican-Amer ican father, 
Wool fa lk ’s work inves t igates an expanded def in i t ion of 
cu l tural d iver s i t y and not ions of hybr id i t y in re lat ionship 
to utopian poss ib i l i t ies . Her work s are featured in the 
permanent col lec t ions of major ins t i tut ions , inc lud ing the 
Whitney Museum of Amer ican Ar t , the Weather spoon Ar t 
Museum, and the Seat t le Ar t Museum where her major 
mult i -media ins tal lat ion , commiss ioned and acquired by 
the Museum, is on extended v iew. Wool fa lk s tud ied at 
Brown Univer s i t y in Prov idence , Rhode Is land and The 
School of the Ar t Ins t i tute of Chicago.

(Photo cred i t : SeoHyun Sarah Bae)

Ar tist Saya Woolfalk’s Visionary Reality Por tal is a site-specific installation comprised of two newly 

commissioned kaleidoscopic videos, set in a Beaux Ar ts petit salon along the hotel’s main hall.  
The installation evokes the stained glass of France’s magnif icent cathedrals through kinetic, colour ful 
projections in which the ar tist creates her own visual language featuring f lora, fauna, mandalas and 
f igures as well as many decorative motifs found throughout The Peninsula Paris . In the same way 
that stained-glass windows act as por tals for believers to experience the spir itual realm, Woolfalk 
envisions a digital por tal for meditation and quiet contemplation of other worlds. The videos are 
constructed using a combination of hand-painted paper, live action, and 3D animation.
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C ONTEMPOR ARY ART  
AT THE PENINSUL A HOTELS

The Peninsula Hotels mainta ins an ongoing commitment to suppor t ing 
the contemporar y ar ts . Through a myr iad of ini t iat ives and par tner ships , 
the company enables access to ar tworks – by both es teemed and 
emerging ar t is t s – at The Peninsula proper t ies around the wor ld . 
Through these ini t iat ives , and a range of bespoke exper iences of fered 
by each proper ty, The Peninsula Hotels a lso provides a cul tural ly r ich , 
aes thet ica l ly s t imulat ing environment that inv i tes explorat ion of each 
hotel ’s des t inat ion.



THE PENINSULA HONG KONG

A local precursor to Ar t in Resonance ,  the 
Love Ar t at The Peninsula Hong Kong init iative 

launched in 2014, and was centred around public 
art and experiences aiming to enrich and celebrate 
Hong Kong’s burgeoning arts scene. Through the 
years, the init iative provided hotel guests and the 
public the opportunity to see works by some of the 
world’s most excit ing artists in a unique and 
heritage-rich setting. Previous highlights, many in 
partnership with London’s Royal Academy of Arts, 
included iconic pieces by Tracey Emin and R ichard 
Wilson play ing with the façade of the hotel , work 
by Conrad Shawcross, combining sculpture, robotics 
and music, and Bright Idea by Michael Craig-Mar tin, a 

four-metre-high radiant yellow steel lightbulb 
installed in the hotel ’s forecour t .

The Peninsula Hong Kong also offers guests insight 
into the city’s creative art spaces through 
conversations with the artists in situ. With An 
Ar t Dialogue with Hong Kong ,  The Peninsula 

Academy actively engages with the city’s thriving 
contemporary art scene, delving into the fascinating 
themes its artists are exploring today. 



THE PENINSULA BEI J ING

The Peninsula Beij ing’s abundant art collection 
includes more than 800 paint ings , sculptures and 
works of photography. Highlights include two f ive-
metre-high paintings by Xinjiang-born painter Qin Feng 
depic t ing the sun and moon, which symbolise peace 
and spir i tual i t y in Chinese cul ture . The paint ings 
intend to bes tow good for tune on the hotel , and al l 
who enter i t . A newly created Ar t Galler y on the 

third floor of the hotel exhibits modern works by 
Chinese and global artists.

As well as exhibit ing the best of Chinese art,  
The Peninsula Beijing is commit ted to nur tur ing 
emerging ar tistic talent through its ground-breaking 
Ar tist in Residence programme. The programme is 

hosted in conjunction with leading contemporary art 
museums, such as the Museum of Contemporary Ar 

t Beij ing, and provides aspiring artists with the 
opportunity to l ive and work at the hotel in a 
bespoke studio where guests may visit them as they 
work – while having access to a dedicated 
exhibit ion gal lery in the hotel .



THE PENINSULA TOKYO

The Peninsula Tokyo’s art collection includes 1,000 
artworks created by 60 different artists, nearly al l 
of whom are Japanese. Highlights include the Lying 
Dragon Gate ,  a large bamboo sculpture by Keisen 

Hama that dominates the hotel lobby. I t s swooping 
shape depicts a dragon lying protectively atop the 
universe to ward off evi l spirits ; and The Void ,  

a ser ies of 24 glowing, cone-shaped sculptures by 
Ben Jakober and Yannick Vu, which hang suspended 
in the hotel ’s 70 -metre-high atr ium.

The hotel also provides pr ivate , guided bespoke 
tours of museums that host leading contemporary 
artworks, as well as cutting-edge local galleries such 
as Mujin-to Production or Take Ninagawa that focus 
on the promotion of emerging contemporary 
Japanese and foreign art ists .



THE PENINSULA NEW YORK

The ar t displayed at The Peninsula New York 
ref lects a carefully curated selection of works 
from internat ionally known ar t is ts . As par t of the 
hotel ’s 30 th Anniver sar y in 2018, a curated ar t 
installation was launched throughout the hotel 
featur ing or iginal works from ar t is ts made famous 
in the 1980s , such as Andy Warhol , Francesco 
Clemente , Kei th Har ing , Jean-Michael Basquiat , 
Barbara Kruger and Michael Halsband.

The hotel a lso provides pr ivate , guided tour s 
of the Museum of Modern Ar t ’s wor ld-famous 
col lec t ions and exhibi t ions – before or af ter  
the museum’s public operat ing hour s – through 
The Peninsula Academy programme.



THE PENINSULA CHIC  AGO

The Peninsula Chicago has partnered for over four years 
with EXPO CHICAGO ,  as the off icial hotel sponsor. Each 

year the hotel partners with artists, gal leries 
and col lec tor s to present an exclusive exhibi t ion 
al igning and reflecting the city’s foremost international 
exposit ion of contemporary and modern art. Previous 
partnerships have included a collection of works playing 
on VIP s tatus , curated by The F lag Ar t Foundat ion; a 

retrospective of Gaetano Pesce’s pieces, breaking the 
boundaries between art, design and industry; an exhibit 
cal led Whovi l le ,  showcasing over 30 artworks from the 

collecting world of Beth Rudin DeWoody and a 
celebration of Chicago’s distinctive artist ic history, as 
well as an array of instal lations by renowned artist Choi 
Jeong Hwa , curated by Pear l Lam Galler ies . 

Through i t s Peninsula Academy programme, the hotel 
of fer s gues ts exclusive access to pr ivate , guided tour s 
of the Ar t Ins t i tu te of Chicago’s accla imed col lec t ions , 

among which are included the expansive gal leries of 
contemporary art .
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THE PENINSULA PARIS

The art collection at The Peninsula Paris includes 
185 distinct works by artists from around the world, 
providing an abs trac t , contemporar y contras t to the 
classical inter ior s . 

Major pieces grace the public spaces , such as ‘Dancing 
Leaves’ an 800-piece instal lation of hand blown Lasvit 
crystal leaves, Moon River ,  a sculpture created by 
Spanish sculptor Xavier Corberó, and The World Belongs 
to Me , a sculpture by British ar tists Ben Jakober and 

Yannick Vu of a concave mirror surrounded by 
a rainbow. Prominent French artists are present 
throughout gues t rooms , for ins tance with pieces by 
Patr icia Erbelding and Nathal ie Decos ter.



THE PENINSULA SHANGHAI

In addition to its permanent collection of paintings 
and sculptures, and temporary partnerships such as 
the hos t ing of four Fernando Botero mas terpieces 
for a year at the hotel , The Peninsula Shanghai 
offers guests private, guided visits to the f irst 
private contemporary art museum in China, 
the ground-break ing , independent Museum of 
Contemporary Ar t Shanghai – before or after the 
museum’s public operating hours – through its Ar t 
in Focus programme.
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THE PENINSULA BEVERLY HILLS

The ar t col lec t ion at The Peninsula Bever ly Hil ls is 
compr ised of a lmost 500 pieces , including paint ings , 
sculptures and works of photography. Contemporar y 
ar t lover s wil l del ight in The Belvedere Res taurant ’s 
col lec t ion of Amer ican class ics from i l lus tr ious ar t is t s 
Rober t Indiana , Alex Kat z and Andy Warhol , in addi t ion 
to internat ional ar t is t s such as Fabienne Verdier, wi th 
her Chinese cal l igr aphy inspir at ion , and Yayoi Kusama 
and her wildly coloured, psychedelic dots .
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THE PENINSULA BANGKOK

The Peninsula Bangkok is s treng thening its posit ion as 
a vibrant nexus of contemporary ar ts and culture, by 
aligning itself with the inaugural Bangkok Ar t Biennale 
in 2018 and its focus on promoting ar t as an inclusive 

expression of human emotions, to inspire pleasure 
and positivity. The hotel recently showcased an 
eclectic collection of ar t pieces , enabling hotel guests 
to interact with thought-provoking installations 
by renowned ar tists, including knit , a set of 

per formances by Thai ar tis t Kawita Vatanajyankur.

The hotel will continue to align itself to the Biennale’s 
goals with an Ar tist in Residence programme that will 

host a rotating selection of ar tists who will create 
original ar tworks and meet with guests to provide a 
rare perspective of the ar tistic process.
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THE PENINSULA MANILA

Beyond its ex tensive in-house collection of Filipino 
contemporary ar t pieces, The Peninsula Manila offers 
guests an Ar t in the Hills excursion to the beautiful 

his tor ic city of Antipolo for a pr ivate, guided tour 
of the Pinto Galler y and Pinto Ar t Museum. The 
pr ivate museum houses an exceptional collection of 
local ar tis ts’ work , forming an unmatched record of 
the evolving local take on surrealism, expressionism, 
minimalism, social realism, and conceptual ar t , with 
a uniquely Filipino adherence to cultural identity and 
national his tory. 



H O N G  K O N G   ◆   S H A N G H A I   ◆   B E I J I N G   ◆   T O K Y O   ◆   N E W  Y O R K   ◆   C H I C A G O   ◆   B E V E R L Y  H I L L S   ◆   P A R I S   ◆   B A N G K O K   ◆   M A N I L A

U n d e r  D e v e l o p m e n t    L O N D O N   ◆   I S T A N B U L   ◆   Y A N G O N

#ar t inresonance  #penmoments






